FROM THE BALTIMORE CATECHISM:

S5tudy Lesson Number: 36

7hy is the Catholic Church called the Mystical Body of Christ? .
The Catholic Church is called the Mystical Body of Christ because its
members are united by supernatural bonds with one another and with Christ,
their Head, thus resembling the members and head of the living human body.

When the Father Looks down from heaven at the Church, He sees
Christ. THE CHURST IS CHRIST. It is His body of which He'is
the Head and we are the members.

When Christ, our Head, looks down from the Cross at the
Church, He sees Mary. THE CHURCH IS MARY. She is Holy Mother
Church, containing, as it were, all the members of the Church
in herself to unite them to Chrlst Our Head.

Mary is the Mother of Christ in the flesh, but in the life of
grace, she is His bride. Her divine live came from His, not
His from hers. What Pope Pois XII says of the Church is true
of her: "As a second Eve she came forth from the side of the
New Adam in His sleep on the Cross." She is the new Eve
leading all her children to the Cross, the tree of life, to -
drink from Christ's open side the llVlng waters of the Holy :
Spirit, the new wine of holy love.

Our Lord showed St. John the meaning of what had happened on Mr. Calvary,
using Jerusalem as a symbol of Mary, Mother of the Church '

" "Come, I will show thee the bride, the spouse of the Lamb. And he took
me up in spirit to a mountain great and high and showed me the holy city
Jerusalrm, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God .
In the midst of the city street, on both sides of the river, was the tree
of life" (Apoc.)

V"at conditions are necessary in order that a person be a member of the

M- stical Body in the full sense?
In order that a person be a member of the Mystical Body in the full
sense, it is necessary that he be baptized, that he profess the Catholic
faith, and that he neither separate himself from the Mystical Body nor
be excluded by lawful authority.

How does a baptized person separate himself from full incorporation in the
I7stical Body?
A baptized person separates himself from full incorporation in the Mystica
Body by open and deliverate heresy, apostasy or schism,

How does a baptized person separate himself from full incorporation in the
Mvstical Body by heresy?
A baptized person separates himself from full incorporation in the Mys-
t'cal Body by heresy when he openly rejects or doubts some doctrine proposed
by the Catholic Church as a truth of divine-Catholic faith, though still
professing himself a Christian.

Wren does a baptized person separate himself from full incorporation in the
Myvstical Body by apostasy?
A Baptized person separates himself from full incorporation in the
Mystical Body by apostasy when he openly rejects the entire Christian
Faith.



