TRUTH

The intellect of man was made for truth. Man naturally craves for
truth. He yearns for certainty of knowledge. Doubt and uncertainty
are among the bitterest trials of man on earth. The intellectual beatitude
of man consists in the possession of perfect truth. This he will find in
God alone!

The truth that most concerns man is that which pertains to his eternal
destiny. This truth he must learn from his God and Creator. God alone,
Who made us, knows the reason why He made us. He alone can tell us
the destiny that awaits us. Some things, of course, God does not make
known to us. But God has revealed His truth to us. He has founded His
Church to teach His truth to us. When this truth comes to us through
Divine Revelation and the ministry of the Church it is called dogma.

Dogma, then, is the defined truth that comes to us through the
authority of God. It is the positive teaching of revealed religion. It is the
sum total of all the truths which God teaches to man. Dogma is not
opinion! It is not the teaching of human authority! It is not theory!
Positive truth is not subject to debate.

He who knows the true meaning of dogma can never object to it.
Dogma does not bind the mind; it frees it. It promotes the activity of the
mind. It does not curtail the sphere of human reason. It simply describes
the boundaries that separate truth from error. A church without dogma has
no reason for its existence.

Christ said to the first ministers of His Church: "He that heareth you
heareth Me; and he that despiseth you despiseth Me." The authority of the
Church does not enslave the human mind. It opens to the mind the realms
of divine truth. Dogma does not hinder progress in science, nor does it
place restrictions to the works of mathematics. Mathematics bids us
believe that two and two make four. I am not free to believe that two and
two make five. What would happen to the science of mathematics
if everyone were free to apply his own whims to the solution of its
problems? It would certainly become an absurdity. Much more can truly
be said of religion! ]
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